Trust on doctor, social capital and medical care use of the elderly.
Using data from a survey sample of people 65 years of age and older living in Seoul and Chuncheon, Korea, this paper assesses whether the level of social capital affects elderly individuals' use of medical care. As an econometric model, Heckman's Sample Selection model and the 2SLS method were used to control the endogeneity problem of patient's trust on doctors. The results of our estimations indicate that the level of social capital exerts a positive effect on elderly individuals' use of medical care indirectly, via its positive effect on the level of trust in doctors.